The proceedings of this international conference fall into sections relating to epidemiology, endocrinology, metabolic aspects and immunology/ virology, the largest of the four. Contributions that particularly appealed to me were those by Hill and Williams on interactions of bacteria and diet in the etiology of cancer; by Wogan on assessment of exposure to aflatoxins, in which a close relationship is demonstrated in several African and Thai communities between dietary aflatoxin intake and the frequency of malignant hepatoma; and by Good on the relationship between immunodeficiency and malignancy. Valuable papers from four centres on carcino-embryonic antigen not only put its significance clearly into perspective, but also reveal a striking consistency of results. There are reports by Uriel on the ability of alpha-fetoprotein to bind cestrogen; by Winters and Morton on interesting precipitating antibodies in the sera of sarcoma patients and their relatives; by Moore and his colleagues on a possible counterpart from human milk of the mouse mammary tumour virus; and by Amiel on active immunotherapy of leukamias. Finally, a useful summary is contributed by the chairmen of the four sections, of which Nossal's on immunology/virology constitutes a fascinating and forward-looking survey of this field of cancer research. G This is the first volume of a new addition to the 'Recent Advances' and will certainly not be the last. The editor has wisely chosen to ask his eighteen contributors to deal with fourteen areas of knowledge in the field of renal medicine rather than try to cover the whole sweep of renal disease. This means that some areas in which considerable changesor advances, which tend to be regarded as synonymoushave been made are not represented. The book is rather a series of up-to-date reviews of several topics in renal medicine.
The choice of topics shows imagination: the geographical differences in the patterns of glomerulonephritis have long needed a good review, and Hutt and White provide it here. Likewise, ADH and water excretion tend to be something of a mystery to clinicians, and have remained the subject of greater interest to physiologists; Bisset and Norman Jones, the editor, gather much information not easily found by a clinician into a clear review of the pharmacology and physiology of ADH. Selecting these two chapters should not suggest that the others are inferior; all are excellent, but the information in them can be found in other reviews. Certainly not only the general physician interested in brushing up his knowledge of renal disease, but also the practising nephrologist, will gain from having this excellent book for frequent reference. I have used it repeatedly during the past few months. I suppose that at £11 it must rate as a relatively cheap book for its size.
J S CAMERON

Professor of Renal Medicine
Guy's Hospital Gastrointestinal Pathophysiology edited by Frank P Brooks MD SCD pp xi +329 illustrated £3 London: Oxford University Press 1975 In writing any book review, one must ask two questions -'who was it written for?' and 'is the book likely to be of interest to those who will read the review?' In the preface to this compact paperback, the principal author, Dr Frank Brooks, suggests that the book was based on what the Faculty of the University of Pennsylvania expect their students of gastroenterology to learn during their medical school career. As such, it is an excellent volume with emphasis on the mechanisms underlying disease. It presents up-to-date scientific concepts in an easily assimilable form even though in places the detail seems excessive for all but the most bookish of students.
Although eleven different authors (nine from Philadelphia) have contributed, they have largely succeeded in following a common format, but inevitably there is considerable patchiness in the quality of the chapters. The section on jaundice, for example, is excellent but is perhaps overambitious for an undergraduate readership, .while some of the introductory chapters are less critical. Most parts of the book contain adequate references and the line diagrams are clear, but, in spite of the avowed aims to avoid fact cramming by rote, there are too many tables and lists.
The book 'focuses on a relatively small number of diseases' and in doing so, fashionable topics in North American gastroenterology have been stressedpartly at the expense of other topics, such as gastrointestinal immunology, which have received scant attention.
These minor criticisms apart, the volume will be useful for both teacher and student alike. We can only hope that Dr Brooks and his colleagues will revise this book as often as possible to avoid the inevitable redundancies of a rapidly growing field.
R HERMON DOWLING
Professor of Gastroenterology
Guy's Hospital
Lung Liquids
Ciba Foundation Symposium 38 pp vi +330 illustrated $23.95
Amsterdam: Elsevier/Excerpta Medical North-Holland 1976 This attractively produced volume reports the proceedings of the symposium held in April 1975. It presents much experimental work on fluids in the lung, mechanisms of their accumulation and removal, and the behaviour of other plasma constituents in the lung. It covers the field of removal of fluid in the neonate and the pathophysiology of pulmonary cedema in the adult, and includes a considerable amount of comparative physiology.
For the interested and informed it provides a useful account of the work current at the time of the symposium; for the uninitiated it is not suitable as a text for quick reference but would provide an excellent introduction to the subject.
M W MCNICOL
Consiultant Physician Central Middlesex Hospital
Medical Care for Mountain Climbers by Peter Steele pp xii +220 illustrated £3.50 London: William Heinemann 1976 Dr Steele has produced a book which weighs only 9 oz (250 g) and is only marginally larger than the standard rock climbing guide book used today. His claim that it can, and should, be carried in the rucksack for ready reference in an emergency is a valid one. In this small compass is packed a tremendous amount of accurate information on the subject of first aid and continuing aid in the mountains. This is a book which will not only cover the mountain accident in Great Britain on a small crag a hundred yards from the main road, but also the very different situation in the Hima-layas where it may take several days or weeks to get the injured person to the nearest hospital.
Unlike so many old first-aid textbooks with their pressure points and tourniquets, Dr Steele's is completely up to date, in accordance with modern medical and anesthetic practice and at times quite detailed. There are a number of very clear diagrams. The style is lucid, easy and jargon free: it is after all intended for mountaineers and not just doctors. The final chapters on foreign travel and medical supplies will be found very useful by expedition doctors.
The overall impression of this manual is first class. It is a pleasure to read, quite funny at times, and it leaves little olit. If anything it can sometimes say too much, and it should be stressed that certain manceuvres such as suprapubic puncture of the bladder for retention of urine rarely come the way of a doctor in practice. Cigarettes are too expensive to be used to burn off leeches, which can be taken by surprise with a quick flick of the finger. Lancaster: MTP 1975 This book is the record of the proceedings of the Eleventh Symposium for the Study of Inborn Errors of Metabolism. It is a multi-author work with some thirty contributors to eighteen chapters. The first two sections deal with the inborn errors of the skin and of the hair. These are rather short as they occupy only 35 of the 284 pages of the book. The coverage of this aspect of cutaneous medicine is therefore of necessity rather brief. The work would be greatly improved if these sections were expanded. Nevertheless the chapter on hair does contain some interesting information on the Lesch-Nyhan syndrome and on the use of plucked hairs in the diagnosis of this disorder.
The rest of the book covers such aspects as the morphology of the mucopolysaccharidoses, the mucolipidoses, and various topics on collagens and their cross-links. There is an interesting chapter by Dorfman and his colleagues on the 'Genetic defects of the degradation of glycosaminoglycans'. The treatment of the genetic mucopolysaccharidoses is considered in some detail by Ulrich Wiesman; the enzyme defects of the various types of these disorders are given and the historical details of rational treatment, by attempting to reduce the rate of synthesis of the
